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CONVERSATIONS UPON THE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL 
HYGIENE OF GIRLHOOD. 





BY T. S. POWELL, M. D., 


Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, and Lecturer on Medical Ethics in 
the Southern Medical College. 


CONVERSATION V. 

Mother—‘‘Doctor, since your last visit, I have been doing some 
hard thinking in regard to that subject of adulterated, poisonous food 
and drinks; or, I should rather say, I have had some not very gentle 
thoughts about the persons who are responsible for the evil.” 

Doctor—‘‘I have no doubt of it, madam. When a mother gets 
thoroughly aroused about the welfare of her family, there will very 
probably be some plain thoughts expressed in plain words.” 

Moiher—‘‘And I think it just and right they should be so expressed. 
But what can we do about this, Doctor? Must we always submit to 
these murderous impositions upon our children and ourselves ?” 

Doctor—‘‘I hope not, madam. I trust the day is not far distant 
when these evils will be exterminated by rigid laws rigidly enforced. 
But no great reforms can be made ina moment. The public must 
first be prepared. There are prejudices to be combatted, and the 
ignorance of social, moral, mental and physical science to be dissipated 
before the people can be aroused to the vital importance of all these 
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questions, and then they will rise in their might and demand protec- 
tion from these destructive frauds.”’ 

Mother—‘‘It is a shame that even in our cuties, the men who make 
and execute the municipal laws have not intelligence enough to know 
all these things, and the courage and humanity to protect the families 
of those who put them in office from evils that are destroying health, 
happiness and usefulness.” 

Doctor—‘‘But let us hope for a change favorable to these interests, 
in both civic and State governmeuts. It is not for the want of intelli- 
gence. As I have said, it requires time to accomplish such changes.”’ 

Mother—‘‘And I think we also need much health reform in our 
public schools, boarding schools, and all kinds of schools. If the 
parents of the children have not sufficient sense (as was the case with 
myself in regard to Mary) to know when their children’s minds and 
bodies are being overtaxed by study, and just how much mental exer- 
tion they can endure without any injury to their health, the school- 
teachers and officers of the board of education ought to be thoroughly 
informed upon all such subjects, and where they are not they ought to 
give up their position to those who have got the requisite information, 
and who will also make use of it humanely and conscientiously. I 
believe you are a member of one of the boards yourself, Doctor, are 
you not ? and if you have not used your best efforts to correct these 
errors, in all kindness, I mean my remarks to apply to you as well as 
any one else.” 

Doctor—‘‘Well, madam, I am_ perfectly willing to be included 
among the objects of your indignation, and will promise to endeavor 
to profit by your remarks. I understand (as every gentleman will) 
your feelings as a mother, and know your childrens’ health and hap- 
piness, as it should be, is dearer to you than the most brilliant educa- 
tion you could give them.” 

Mother—‘‘I have just heard of another young girl killed—yes, mur- 
dered—by mental taxation at a public school. This is at least half a 
dozen, tomy certain knowledge, in a few months. Our schools, 
especially the public ones, almost without exception, actually 
slaughter our children—slowly, it is true, but none the less fatal and 
sure.” 

Doctor—‘‘Do not be too severe, my dear madam. I believe the 
time is not far distant when our schools will be based upon true prin- 
ciples of science, and conducted upon such hygienic laws as will make 
the perfect physical and moral growth of the pupil equal if not superior 
in importance tothe development of the intellectual powers. When this 
is done it will be such an advanced step in reform, we will have men 
Srave, intelligentand humane, who can appreciate the great necessity 
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of these movements, and our legislators will then pass adulteration 
.acts, and appoint public officers, and see that they have the courage 
and manliness to enforce these laws. A public analyst for every 
‘county will also be appointed to give our drinks and food a rigid in- 
‘spection, and who are capable of detecting these ‘fraudulent sophis- 
‘tications,’ as some one has called them.” 

Mother—‘‘I do hope so; but as all intelligent persons know, the 
‘Word of God is the true basis of every wise and humane law, and I 
‘think also of every scientific law; and so long as the Bible is not al- 
‘lowed to be read in the public schools, I fear you and I wi'l die with 
‘old age before this great and so much needed reform is established.” 

Doctor—‘‘Well, that may be so; we may both be dead, but I feel 
assured that these things will yet be accomplished, and before very 
long. They already have been in some sections of the country, and 
‘the State of Georgia will surely not lag behind in this great progres- 
sive movement, and bring reproach upon the acknowledged wisdom, 
humanity, and intelligence of its citizens.” 

Mother—‘‘I think our daughters are put into the high schools at too 
early an age—thirteer or forteen years is the usual period, and the 
‘most critical one of a girl’s life, when she ought, as I have now learned, 
to be laying in a large stock of robust health, and. which she cannot 
have without plenty of fresh air, out door exercise, many hours sleep 
‘out of the twenty-four, and perfect freedom from overtaxed mental 
strength.” 

Doctor—‘‘Yes, madam, unquestionably she needs this good health 
‘to undergo the important change inevitable to girlhood, and upon 
which so much depends her future health and happiness.” 

Mother—‘‘And I am sure very few young girls at that period can 
keep advanced in all those studies required of them in the different 
grades without much more mental exertion than is favorable to their 
health, and taking hours for study both night and day that ought to 
‘be spent in recreation, or some domestic employment that is no tax 
upon the mind. They have too many studies, andI have now re- 
‘solved that Mary shall not attempt all of them. I have procured a 
list of the different grades of the high school, and here are Latin, Al- 
‘gebra, Geometry, Geology, and Trigonometry—ali studies that no 
young girl has any use for whatever; and even if she has good health 
all through the course, it is impossible for her, in the short space of 
time given to each one of these, to become proficient in them as well 
as those which are really useful and essential.” 

Doctor—‘‘But it is said they may find a knowledge of these studies 
mecessary, in case they should become teachers.” 

Mother—‘‘No, I think not. If girls were not required to study 
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these superfluous branches in the schools, there would be no demand’ 
for women to learn them. With the exception of Latin, I shall not 
consent for my sons even to study any of these branches until they 
are sixteen years old, if they learn them at all; I shall look after- 
their health as well as that of my daughters, and I desire them, above 
everything else of an earthly character, to have a perfectly robust and 
vigorous constitution. I have just been reading that the ancient Greeks 
did not allow their boys to learn even the alphabet until they were ten 
years old. They were fourteen before they were put at the rudiments 
of Mathematics, and see what. strong, brave, athletic types of manly 
beauty they were !” 

Doctor—‘‘That is true: the ancient Greeks and Romans certainly 
excelled any moderns in these respects, as well as some others.” 

Mother—‘‘I wish my children to be well educated, even accom- 
plished, but I want them to expend no physical or mental exertion in 
attaining what will really be of no benefit to them or others; and _ be- 
sides, I shall insist upon their being proficient in what they do learn—I 
detest a smattering of anything. There are young girls of my ac- 
quaintance, seventeen and eighteen years of age, who have been to 
colleges, and yet cannot write an ordinary note of invitation to an 
entertainment, ora properly constructed letter, without asking as- 
sistance.” 

Doctor—‘‘This is common, my dear madam; I know men, gtadu- 
ates of colleges, also, who cannot spell correctly through a short let- 
ter.” 

Mother—‘‘Well, I do not look upon that as being educated. I want 
my children to be thoroughly accomplished in orthography, reading, 
writing, and the analysis of their own language, before they learn any- 
thing else. I should like my daughters to learn French if they can be- 
taught to speak it fluently, for I look upon that as an accomplishment 
that may be useful to them in society, and I wish them to be clever at 
mathematics so far as I think it is necessary for them to go in that 
study.” 

Doctor—‘‘But, for the sake of the argument, madam, and also to 
get your views on the subject, at what ages do you propose to have 
your children pursue their different studies ?” 

Mother—‘‘Well, Doctor, I have recently been trying to get up and 
systematize a programme for the purpose. Mary, as you know, is four- 
teen, and is my oldest daughter. Athough her health was so bad, I, 
like the ignorant, stupid woman I was, allowed her to enter the high 
school some months ago, and though I have now taken her from her 
studies, if her health is perfectly good at the time, she can enter the 
lowest grade of that institution again after she is fifteen years old, but. 
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‘not before. I shall not require any more of my children, boys or 
girls, to learn the first letter of the alphabet until they are eight years 
old, and not then if they are at all delicate in health. But provided 
they are perfectly healthy and remain in that condition, then at the 
‘age of nine or ten they can begin to read and write, at eleven take 
easy lessons in oral arithmetic, a year later begin geography, at thir- 
teen take their first lesson in the English language, and at fourteen, 
begin music. I desire my daughters to have a slow but thorough ad- 
vancement in no studies but these, until they are sixteen years old. 
Then they can take up successively, History, French, Natural Philo- 
sophy, Chemistry, Mental and Moral Philosophy, and Astronomy, and 
before their education is finished, whether at school or at home, I 
‘desire them especially to be thoroughly acquainted with Physiology 
and Hygiene. A proficiency in all these studies, with the addition of 
drawing, is sufficient to make any girl not only thoroughly but bril- 
liantly educated.” 

Doctor—‘‘Yes, madam, girls with such an education as that, added 
ito a thorough moral and domestic training, make the women upon 
whom depend the hopes of the home circle, society, the Church and 
‘the nation.” 

Mother—‘‘My daughters will, no doubt, be eighteen or nineteen 
‘years old before they obtain this education, even at school, and in the 
‘slow and thorough manner I desire. But I will be perfectly satisfied 
for them to remain at school until that age. They would then have 
two years to be in society and perfect themselves in their accompiish- 
ments, alsoin needlework and housekeeping, before I would wish 
them to marry. J was just twenty when I was married, and I would 
prefer my daughters to be a year or two older before they take upon 
themselves the cares and responsibilities of a married life.” 

Doctor—‘‘I am sure they would not regret it, madam. Many evils 
often grow out of these very early marriages.. Unless the parents are 
maturely developed in body and mind, their children are not apt to 
attain perfection in either. As to the different ages for your daughters’ 
curriculum, madam, I must say you evince much intelligence and 
discrimination, as well as the watchful regard that every mother should 
have for her children. A noted medical scientist says that until the 
average age of fourteen, the taste for literature, properly speaking, 
does not really exist in children, therefore they are naturally averse to 
its pursuits, and nothing but the rudiments should be taught during 
those years; that after fourteen or fifteen, intelligence becomes en- 
Jarged, the love of the beautiful is awakened, and then it is time to 
‘begin literary studies, music and drawing. After this period I have 
‘often observed that both girls and boys, in good health, who had never 
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been put to hard study before then, learned more in six months, an@ 
more thoroughly, than others of the same age had accomplished in as 
many years under constant constraint and sometimes punishment.” 

Mother—‘‘Yes, Doctor, and I can now see ‘that when children are 
not put to a close application untilthey are old enough to understand 
and appreciate its beauty and importance, they will really have a love 
for their studles, and will not need punishment or coercion to make- 
them apply themselves; at least I do not think they would, in but very’ 
few instances, if at all.” 

Doctor—‘‘Of course not, if they really love the study they are pur- 
suing.” 

Mother—‘‘A lady was telling me yesterday of a very bright, inter- 
esting little girl in the preparatory department of one of our female 
colleges, who was studying English grammar, and the poor child was. 
punished day after day because she could not go through the conjuga- 
tion of the verbs—intricacies of the study that all intelligent mothers, 
much less teachers, ought to know are difficult for boys and girls fifteen 
and sixteen, and this abused child was only nine years of age. Was 
it not — Greenwood who, when asked the age of her little boy, 
said, ‘Nine years old, madam, and thank God he does not know his 
letters » rF 

Doctor—‘‘She struck the key-note then, my dear madam, and with 
no uncertain sound.” 

Mother—‘‘It is astonishing how ignorant we all are as mothers and 
fathers, and | do hope to see, and at an early day, all these evils done 
away with forever. But, Doctor, I ought to ask your pardon for de- 
taining you with this digression; I drifted into it unconsciously, and 
yet you know it is pertinent to the subject, for you have taught me, I 
am grateful to say, the important connection that education has with 
our children’s health.” 

Doctor—‘‘Yes, madam, it saneay has a bearing of great impor- 
tance.” 

Mother—‘‘I think I now understand a great deal of its significance, 
though I intend to read and learn still more about it, as I have said F 
would do of some other subject upon which you have given me so 
much information. I will not detain you much longer this morning, 
Doctor, but before you go tell me something, if you please, about the 
quantity of food we ought to eat at a meal, or during the day.” 

Doctor—‘‘The question is an important one, but not very easily 
answered. ‘The quantity of food to be eaten varies as much as the 
conditions of the persons who consume it, and what would be quite 
sufficient for some, would be an excess for others. It is conceded that 
persons of sedentary habits require less food, and of a different charac- 
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ter, than those who engage in constant and active employment. Young 
people, in proportion to size and health, also require more food than 
adults. ”’ ' 

Mother—‘“‘I presume the quality of the food is really of more impor- 
tance than the quantity ?” 

Doctor—Yes, that is to be properly considered in all dietetic laws, 
though both quantity and quality should be duly proportioned. An 
excess of strong, concentrated food is as destructive to health asa 
meagre, thin diet; in fact, more diseases are caused by over-eating than 
from a moderate abstinence from food, regardless of the character of 
the diet. The digestibility of the food depends upon the same laws, 
whether it be rich, poor, animal or vegetable; therefore, every person 
who would preserve or restore health, should understand these princi- 
ples and act upon them in the supervision of his daily food.” 

Mother—‘‘Yes, I see how necessary it is for us all to know some- 
thing of these laws of life and health. Which do you think, Doctor, 
is the healthiest and most easily digested diet, animal or vegetable ?” 

Doctor—‘‘That depends a gvod deal upon circumstances, but in 
health it should be mixed. Both animal and vegetable food are needed 
to replenish the fluids of the system in accordance with the laws of 
health. But though man is what is called an omnivorous animal, con- 
structed so as to subsist upon both animal and vegetable food, yet it is 
possible for him to live entirely upon either. In the tropics the in- 
habitanis subsist almost wholly upon fruits and vegetables; near the 
arctic regions great quantities of animal food are consumed with the 
use of scarcely any farinaceous diet; and in temperate climates science 
clearly teaches that animal and vegetable food are required to keep the 
human system vigorous and well sustained in all its parts. In every 
case, though, the state of health, habits, and idiosyncracies are to be 
properly considered, remembering the plain old adage that ‘It is not 
what we eat that makes good flesh and fat, but what we digest.’” 

Mother—‘‘Yes, I have often heard that, and know it is true; but, 
Doctor, how can we know every time that we have eaten indigestible 
food ?” 

Doctor—‘‘Well, madam, cramp-colic, heart-burn, as you mothers 
call it, spitting up the food, sudden distention of the bowels and de- 
pression of spirits without any known cause, are every-day symptoms, 
more or less of imperfect digestion in men and women, and children 
also, to some extent; and yet, not one out of ten, probably, knows the 
cause of the symptoms, which if continued, will surely result in ill 
health. Another very common indication, and generally given after 
a heavy supper, is an uncontrollable inclination to yawn frequently, 
especially it the person is sitting quietly, 
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Mother—(laughing.) ‘‘Is it possible, Doctor? I thought that was 
an evidence of sleepiness, of being bored, or exnuied, as society people 
say.” 

Doctor—‘*‘No, madam, not every time, and, by the way, as you 
seem to be amused at the idea, if young men knew this, it would no 
doubt prevent their vanity from being wounded on some occasions, as 
for instance, when they are visiting a young lady, and she is seen to 
frequently yawn behind her handkerchief, instead of feeling she was 
bored with their company, they might think she had eaten an indi- 
gestible dinner or supper.” 

Mother—(laughing.) ‘‘Yes, indeed, and it would be consoling to 
them, if not poetic or romantic.” 

Doctor—‘‘Sometimes, madam, it is not so much the kind of food 
_ we eat that causes indigestion, but the quantity, and as you desire a 
plain, simple test of the healthful amount, it is a safe rule for every 
person in health to quit eating before repletion takes place; or, tu put 
it more plainly, just as soon as the least fullness is felt in the stomach. 
That is nature saying stop, and she is a scientist that never errs. If 
the person has dyspepsia it is better to leave off eating before the appe- 
tite is entirely appeased. The Arabs have a rule, ‘Never to eat only 
when hungry,’ and then not to repletion. Consequently, dyspepsia 
with all its horrors is unknown among them.” 

Mother—‘‘I think cooking, as a science, ought to be taught in 
some of our schools, and also the art of eating properly.” 

Doctor—‘*And they will be among the reforms that will certainly 
follow the broad and intelligent conception of a true education. Both 
men and women will then know how to select the best quality of food, 
and wives and mothers will be able to prepare it, or have it prepared, 
in the best manner suited to the wants of the body, so that disease may 
be prevented and vigorous health and activity promoted. They will 
also understand the nutritive qualities of every variety of food, and 
how to economize this nutrition so as to distribute it intoa few well 
prepared wholesome dishes that are savory and palatable, without 
being of that highly-seasoned character, the use of which perverts the 
appetite and damages the health by its artificial stimulating effects in 
excess; young ladies will then consider it an accomplishment to know 
how to determine when butchers’s meat is sound and fresh, and if it 
has been well fed, how to choose poultry, fish and vegetables, and 
what articles of food are digestible and what are not.” 

Mother—‘‘And also how to prepare the same kind of food in differ- 
ent ways, and the importance of regularity of meals, which I think 

but few understand.” 
' Doctor—‘‘Yes, madam, that is of much importance. I must really 
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go now, and will leave this prescription, which you will please have 
‘filled and sent out to your daughter as early as possible: 
RK Simple Elixir.......... (busts inci ebale sca 3 vi. 
Pepsine.......... RODE a dial avaialuiaialid a eusieetersiaceece niotoeteees 3i 
AURENIA NOs ases Sia 5 ars are ins wrsias baa ataersak sebsaaeeebeaee 
M. Sig. Take one tablespoonful just before each mea! in a wine- 
glass of water. 


PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS. 
BY ZT. S. LALLERSTEDT, M.D., OF GEORGIA. 


What causes puerperal convulsions? After carefully examining a 
‘few works on obstetrics I find that the prime cause is albumen in the 
urine. I claim that it is irritation of either the womb or external geni- 
tal organs ; for itis a well settled fact that more women have convul- 
sions with their first confinement than those who have borne children 
before. And why irritation? Because as soon as you either remove 
‘the child or give something to quiet the nervous system, then you have 
no more convulsions. 

Prof. Meigs, among the oidest American writers on. obstetrics, 
says: ‘*The pregnant woman who reaches her term and falls into 
labor without having suffered from cedema or other results of pressure 
will rarely be found to have an attack of puerperal convulsions, 
while every woman who has swelled feet and legs in her gestation ; 
every woman whose urine, on being tested, exhibits the presence of 
albumen ; all those who complain of headache, transient seizures with 
amaurosis, tinnitus aurium, deafness, convulsive twitchings, red and 
tumid hands and fingers, and all in whose urine casts of tubuli uriniferi 
are discovered by the microscope, all such people should be regarded 
-as in danger of convulsions.” 

On pages 240 and 241 will be found about the same. In Chur- 
-chill’s System of Midwifery, commencing on page 450 and extending 
to 453, a great deal about what may be the cause, the principal causes 
I condense: Sympathy of the brain with the irritation of some dif- 
ferent and often distant organ, it may be the uterus, the stomach or 
bowels; intemperance in eating or drinking; mental emotions and 
fright ; accumulation of blood in the head; atmospheric influence. 

I have not given all of his causes, but those of most importance. 

‘‘Colombat on Diseases of Fentales,” we find on pages 632 and 633: 
‘¢ The causes of eclampsia ought to be divided into predisponent and 
-occasional causes. The first in order of these conditions is undoubt- 
-edly the primaparous state, for, according to a statement made by Dr. 
‘Collins, of Dublin, there were seventy-five primaparous women in 
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eighty-five cases of convulsive attack during pregnancy and lying-in. 
Women in their first pregnancy are more liable to eclampsia, only be+ 
cause in them the uterus enjoys a higher degree of susceptibility, and 
the labor, moreover, is longer and more painful. Among the predis-~ 
ponent causes of the disorder we ought aiso to class the distension of 
the womb by twins or by an unusual quantity of water which almost 
always coincides with a serous diathesis and considerable infiltration of 
the inferior extremities. The sanguine temperament and particularly 
the lymphatic temperament, with general and partial cedema of the 
cellular tissue, are rationally by many authors regarded as condittons: 
essential to the production of eclampsia.” 

In Cazeaux’s ‘‘ Midwifery,” are mentioned the following causes : 
‘* Albumen in urine, organic lesion of kidneys, extreme distension of 
uterus, first pregnancy, alteration in quantity or quality of the blood, 
the irritation produced by distension of the intestinal canal, indiges- 
tible food in stomach, irritation of the walls of the bladder produced 
by ‘ts extreme distension with urine.” 

Prof. Meigs : ‘‘ Doctrine of swollen legs will not do, for we have 
often seen and confined women whose extremities were so much 
swollen that they were confined either to a chair or bed, and 
yet had no convulsions.” 

Churchill’s views as to a distended stomach, uterus or bowels pro 
ducing convulsions will not hold, for frequently the uterus becomes so 
large that the waters are expelled several days before labor sets in, 
and the stomach almost invariably relieves itself by vomiting, and as a 
general rule women keep their bowels well open. 

Colombat appears to think that primaparous women are more liable 
to convulsions, and says that ‘‘labor is longer and more painful.” 
don’t think that will do, for young women, in my experience, get 
through about as quick as those who have borne children before. Ca- 
zeaux’s views are more nearly allied to what I believe. 

My experience with puerperal convulsions is not extensive, but close 
observation has not inclined me to the albumen theory. I have only 
seen five cases of puerperal convulsions, but one of which I had charge 
of at the start. I say the disease is from womb irritation; why? For 
the reason that, unless it was reflex irritation, we would have ne 
convulsions. 

The first case I ever saw was a woman 35 years of age and a prima- 
para ; the head of child was large, atid as it passed out of vulva, she 
had a convulsion. As soon as she could swallow I gave 30 grains of 
sulphate of cinchonia, and in about half-hour I found that the pupils of 
her eyes began to dilate and I gave 20 grains more. In about one 
hour I noticed the same symptoms and gave 15 grains more, and that: 
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was the last of them. Was not the convulsion caused by the irritation 
of external genitals from the passage of the head ? 

The second case I saw died in a few hours after I was called to see 
her. Nothing that I could do gave her any relief. The situation of 
her womb. was as low down as it could be within the pelvic bones. 
The convulsions were caused, in my belief, by pressure. 

The third case, when I saw her, had been having convulsions for 
eight hours when I arrived in consultation. Nothing but cold water to 
head gave her any relief. The womb was as low as it could get, and 
the water had escaped long before. Mouth of uterus dilated to the 
size of a quarter dollar. We dilated the womb and used every means 
to deliver her, and finally performed craniotomy. We couid not turn 
and deliver because the womb was so contracted down it was impos- 
sible to pass in the hand. After she was delivered, convulsions ceased, 
and she soon recoverd but died in next labor without any convulsion, 
from exhaustion, as I learned. 

The fourth case was a negro woman who had had convulsions for 
12 hours when I arrived at her home. Her medical attendant had 
given her up, and left for his home. The situation of the womb was 
low down, and mouth undilated, so as you could, by hard pressure 
only, get your index finger into it. ‘The mouth felt like that of a 
sucker fish. I did not attempt to deliver her, but first bled her pro- 
fusely—which did no good. I then gave chloroform with poor success. 
I then gave hypodermically 9 drops veratrum viride and 20 drops fluid 
extract gelseminum in the left arm. She had no more convulsions. [| 
remained with her until ro o’clock, and she was restless. I gave 4% 
gr. morphine in the arm. On leaving her, the pulse in left arm was 
almost imperceptible, while right was sixty beats per minute, and 
strong. I called next morning about 7 o’clock to see her. She was 
sleeping quietly and had all night. The pulse in left arm was a little 
stronger and fuller ; right, about normal. I left large doses of quinine 
and Dover’s powders for her to take every four hours until my return. 
She had her child two days afterwards, and so easily it did not wake 
her up out of a sleep. She soon recovered her usual health. 

The fifth case happened recently in my practice. She was taken 
on morning of 28th December last. The labor was slow and tedious. 
About 7 o’clock I made an examination and attempted during a pain 
by placing my hand above the head to hold it down, as in my judg- 
ment it was too high above the symphysis pubis, and by that means 
to guide it into the outlet ; but as soon as the pains grew strong she 
went into convulsions. I soon delivered her with forceps and gave 
her by mouth veratrum viride and gilseminum. In about one hour 
and a half she had another convulsion; I repeated above dose. At 
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12 o'clock she had another convulsion; I then gave 8 drops veratrum 
viride and 15 drops of the. gelseminum. She had one very light con- 
vulsion at 2 o’clock. I remained until five o’clock. She recovered 
rapidly. In her case, convulsions were caused, I think, by the extra- 
ordinary pressure. . 

The third and fourth cases mentioned were clearly -the result of 
reflex irritation from pressure on nerves in pelvic region. 

On page 899 of the American Journal of Obstetrics, is reported a case 
-of cataleptic convulsions, how cured, etc. I quote as follows: ‘‘Atter 
the introduction of Sims speculum first demonstrated the existence of a 
laceration on the left side of the cervix; then taking a probe and pla- 
cing the point of it in the angle of the laceration. Stight pressure pro- 
woked convulsions, etc., etc.” 

Now, if this lady had been pregnant and at full period, had convul- 
sions, what would they have been called? They would have undoubt- 
edly been called puerperal convulsions. I bring this case up because 
it gives positive demonstration that pressure will cause convulsions. 
I, therefore, say, that puerperal convulsions are caused by reflex 
irritation. I hope that those of the Profession whose field of observa- 
tion have been more extended than mine will give us their views. 





‘RUPTURE OF THE URETHRA WITH EXTRAVASATION 
OF URINE, ETC. 


BY THOS. R. WRIGHT, M. D., DEMONSTRATOR OF ANATOMY MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA, AT AUGUSTA. 


Read before the “Augusta Academy of Medicine,’”’ March 2d, 1881. 


Among the multitude of surgical troubles to which human flesh is 
heir, there is possibly none which causes the surgeon more anxiety and 
trouble than one of extensive urinary infiltration ; and especially one 
‘in which the perineum and scrotum have been infiltrated and dis- 
tended with offensive decomposed urine. ‘The following case, illustra- 
tive of this condition, may be of interest: 

On the 22d of November, 1880, I was sent for to see Dennis A., a 
negro man about fifty years of age, the messenger stating ‘‘that the 
old man could not pass his water, and that what he did make went 
into his bag, which was as large as a baby’s head.” Upon seeing the 
patient, the following history was obtained: Some years before he had 
trouble in making water, and was then treated by a doctor who re- 
dieved him, and he had no more trouble until ten days before he sent 
forme, when he again had some difficulty in voiding his urine. 
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Thinking this was a small matter, he took some domestic remedies, 
hoping to get relieved, but failing with these, by the advice of friends, 
he partook very freely of watermelon-seed tea. After taking this tea 
his desire to pass water was so great he thought if he would strain with 
all his might he would be relieved; he did so, and making a violent 
effort he said he felt something give way, and was relieved for a while. 
Shortly after this, his privates began to swell and burn and pain him. 
On examination the perineum, scrotum and lower portion of the ab- 
dominal wall were found infiltrated with urine, his scrotum, in fact, be- 
ing ‘‘as large as a baby’s head.” From the history and condition of 
the patient I suspected the trouble, and tried to passa No. 7 elastic 
catheter, but failed, the instrument meeting with what seemed, and 
afterwards proved to be, a very tight stricture a little anterior to the 
bulbous portion of the urethra, An attempt was then made to pass a 
filiform bougie, which was finally successful. After the bougie passed 
the stricture it entered any number of false passages, making it appear 
as though the urethra back of the stricture had been torn up by the 
rough use of instruments, ahd it was only after long and patient trial 
that the instrument was carried into the bladder. An attempt was 
then made to pass a larger instrument, but was unsuccessful. Not 
having my dilator or urethratome with me, I decided to incise his scro- 
tum freely, put him thoroughly under quinine, and leave him until next 
morning, it being late in the afternoon when I saw him and some dis- 
tance from the city. 

Calling the next morning, with Prof. DeS. Ford, whom I had asked 
to see the case, we again tried to passa large bougie, but failed. 
Ether was then given and another attempt made only to fail. The 
filiform guide was then passed, and upon it Gouley’s tunnelled dilator: 
and urethratome was carried through the stricture, when it was dilated. 
and then cut. ‘This was then withdrawn anda Gross’ dilator intro- 
duced and the stricture dilated to 25 on the scale. A catheter was 
then easily carried into the bladder, a little ammoniacal urine flowing 
out, the instrument being left in the bladder. The scrotum had 
diminished some but was still very large, and was again incised. Five 
grains of quinine were ordered given every four hours with 15 drops 
of tinct. ferri chlor. three times a day, with brandy, milk and eggs. 

On the third day my patient’s general condition was a little better; 
he had removed the catheter, however, and his scrotum was larger 
than ever. His wife stated that he pulled the instrument out, and 
then desiring to urinate had gotten up to do so, and on making the 
effort ‘‘his privates (as she expressed it) swelled right out,” no urine 
coming by the urethra. A catheter was again introduced into his 
bladder, and the necessity of its remaining there explained to him, the 
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-same directions for quinine, iron and nourishing diet being continued. 

On the fourth day (25th) the man’s condition was not so good; the 
scrotum and perinzal tissues in about the same condition, with the 
.catheter again removed, no urine having passed since its withdrawal 
in the early part of the night. The condition of the man was now 
such that I began to think of the propriety of performing perinzal . 
section ; the man could only void his urine by the aid of the catheter, 
and this he would not allow to remain in his bladder, and any attempt 
to pass his water without it seemed only to force the urine through the 
‘ruptured urethra into the already distended scrotum and perineum, 
and even while the catheter was in the bladder, there was no appreci- 
able change in the infiltrated parts, thus leading me to believe the 
urine was passing along the outside of the instrument and getting into 
the tissues. I thought if the section was made and the urethra entered 
behind the seat of rupture and free passage given to the flow of urine, 
it might be of service to him, although I feared the operation had al- 
ready been too long delayed. The operation, with its possible termi- 
nation, was then explained to him and his family, when all agreed that 
it should be done. Accordingly the operation was decided upon, and 
with the assistance of Drs. DeS. Ford and Perrin, performed as fol- 
lows: The patient being in the lithotomy position, a small grooved 
staff was introduced into the bladder and an incision made in the 
median perinzal line down upon the groove, and the urethra entered a 
little anterior to its bulbous portion. A female catheter was then 
passed through the periuzeal opening into the bladder, a little urine 
flowing out. This instrument was withdrawn, and there being no 
blood the wound was left entirely open. In passing the finger into 
the wound it entered the false passages spoken of before, and could 
be passed through these into different parts of the perinzeum and down 
into the scrotal tissues; the parts, to the touch, felt very hard and in- 
durated, and cut like cartilage. The patient reacted from the opera- 
tion very well; a 1{ grain sulph. morphia was given to relieve pain, 
with quinine, iron and nourishing diet, as before. 

At my evening visit he expressed himself as being very comfortable, 
shad suffered very little pain, and had voided his urine several times 
through the wound in the perineum. The next morning after the 
operation his condition seemed very favorable, he had passed a com- 
fortable night, had relished his breakfast, and felt better every way. 
‘The scrotum had diminished considerably in size, and he was passing 
his urine freely through the perinzal opening. At this visit, from my 
patient’s general condition, I felt very much encouraged as to a favor- 
able result, and hoped he might finally get well. But my visit next 
morning banished all my hopes, for a decided change for the worse 
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was evident; his pulse was very feeble and frequent, with appetite 
gone, and he was lying in a semi-unconscious state. Brandy and milk 
was given him very freely, but to no avail; he gradually grew worse and 
‘died the next day, about 72 hours after the operation. 

The treatment of this case is that which I believe is given by nearly 
all authorities upon the subject, 7. ¢., to give free passage to the 
flow of urine, incise freely the infiltrated tissues and support the sys- 
tem by tonics and stimulants, all.of which was done in this case before 
the operation of perinzal section was resorted to, and it was only after 
seeing these measures fail that the operation was thought of. I believe 
now had the operation been performed at first the chances for my 
patient would have been better, for the strong constitution which he 
seemed to possess might then have enabled him to overcome the 
trouble. Indeed, should another case of the kind fall into my hands, 
I shall adopt the treatment so emphatically laid down by Prof. Van 
Buren, te perform external perinzal urethrotomy at once, and thus 
insure a free passage to the out-flow of urine, leaving the stricture to be 
treated ata subsequent time. 





SYPHILITIC PHTHISIS IN THE NEGRO. 


BY G. G. ROY, M. D., PROF. OF MATERIA MEDICA IN THE SOUTHERN 
MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


The development of phthisis pulmonalis in the negro race of the 
South since the late war, has become a serious question, and one of 
grave consideration—present and prospective—for the medical pro- 
fession, as well as the thoughtful humanitarian. 

From being an extremely rare occurrence to meet with this disease 
in the full-blooded negro before the war, the mortality among them 
from it is now appalling. 

And as evidence of the fact that the causes of this increased develop- 
ment of the disease have arisen mainly since the war, the young are 
its chief victims—the ages ranging from 12 to 30 years. As one of 
the city’s physicians for the last two years, my opportunities for study- 
ing the prevailing causes of mortality among the colored population— 
a large majority of which are paupers when disease of any kind over- 
takes them—have been unusually good. 

Early after being installed into the position of Fourth ward physi- 


‘cian, my record shows that in the space of a few weeks during the 
fall of 1879, burial at the city’s eapense was furnished for ten young 
negroes—aged from 12 to 30—who had died of consumption; and 
from that time to this, I have observed no decrease in the rate of 
mortality. 
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The important and interesting question was at once presented, to. 
learn the causes of this unusual development of the disease and the 
mortality. 

After very careful investigation, my observations convinced me that 
the two prominent causes were syphilis and imprudent exposure of the 
body to night air and inclement weather, after a night’s carousal. I 
have no doubt the experience of the physicians of all our Southern 
cities bears testimony to the increased ravages of syphilis among the 
negro race since the war, though they may not have connected the: 
increased development of phthisis with this agency. 

The negro race, since ‘‘freedom,” has become extremely migratory— 
very restless, never satisfied to remain long ina place, and ever 
on the alert for some new and rich pasture upon which to browse. 
In their wanderings many of them reach the larger cities, where they 
seem to find all of their long-sought joys, and where culminate all of 
their earthly ambition and brightest dreamed-of hopes. Unaccustomed 
to ‘‘city life and ways,’ he is soon introduced into all the haunts of 
vice and sin which afflict our cities. ‘The sequel is, that even ‘‘before 
his suspicions are aroused,” he has contracted syphilis, and soon 
scatters it broadcast, at home and among his numerous female ac- 
quaintances. 

Of these cases not one in a hundred is ever under treatment long 
enough to have the disease eradicated. They generally fall into the: 
hands of quacks, ala Buchanan, who pronounce them ‘‘cured” as. 
soon as the primary lesion disappears, and they go on in ignorant 
bliss of their terrible fate. 

The poison, the meanwhile lurking in the system, the disease passes. 
into the secondary stage, and if phthisis and death do not intervene, 
the tertiary stage is reached with all of its life-long miseries. The 
irregular and exposed life of the average negro has a strong tendency 
to invite disease to the respiratory organs. The most  sober-sided 
among them do not observe the ordinary hygienic rules of life. 

They disregard entirely Franklin’s law of eight hours rest or sleep, 
and prowl around all hours of night, in all weather, attending either: 
the meetings of some one of their many ‘‘societies,” their church or 
social gatherings; at all of these they commonly pass through feverish 
stages of animal excitement—dancing, shouting or exhorting ; this is. 
followed by complete relaxation and often prostration. In this physi- 
cal and mental condition they wend their way homeward, their bodies 
often poorly protected by clothing, at the most chilling hour of the 
night, and ofttimes through the most inclement weather. Having 
reached home, without fire, and scant of bedding, they throw them- 
selves down—frequently without removing their clothes—tor a few 
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hours’ nap before they start out on their daily rounds of work or 
loafing. 

The young are particularly addicted to this unhealthy mode of life. 

Could there be more potent influences than these to develop or ex- 
cite pulmonary disease in a subject already inoculated with the hydra- 
headed poison of syphilis? Are we not sadly in need of sanitary regu- 
lations to arrest, in a measure at least, the causes of this wholesale 
destruction of the usefulness and lives of a large class of our popula- 
tion? Much might be done, were judicious efforts made in the proper 
direction. 

My impression is that syphilitic phthisis is a much more common 
disease than we have heretofore considered it, in both races, and the 
unhealthy habits and usage to which the negroes of our Southern cities 
are subjecting themselves by their irregular and dissolute mode of liv- 
ing, is the czef cause of that fearful mortality among them. 





. Treatment in Cases of Excessive Lochlal Discharges.— 
Dr. Hugh Miller, in a clinical lecture delivered at Glasgow, recom- 
mends the following prescription in cases in which there is an exces- 
sive discharge, accompanied by a relaxed condition of the uterus. He 
administers one drachm doses of liquid extract of ergot repeated every 
three or four hours, and 


R Quinia sulph......... Seether bir Re 4 drachm. 
Acidi bydrobrom 6 drachms, 
2 ounces. 
Dose, one drachm in aq. ter. in die. 


By this method large doses of quinia may be given without causing 
headache. In septic cases Dr. Miller advises the employment of 
sulpho-carbonate of potash, in the form of powders, in doses of ten to 
fifteen grains internally three times a day. 

When the discharge is suspended, ‘the treatment consists of turpen- 
tine stupes applied over the lower part of the abdomen, with the ad- 
dition of warm moist cloths, or of sponges, pressed out of hot water, 
and applied to the external parts. In special cases, which require an 
antiseptic form of treatment, Dr. Miller makes use of a solution of 
thymol, one part to five hundred parts of water, or, better, three 
grains of thymol to an ounce of eau de Cologne. This mixture, 
which has a pleasant and rather refreshing odor, is simply sprinkled 
over the napkins before they are used. In severe cases, with a pu- 
trid odor, a solution of permanganate of potash, injected with Hig- 
ginson’s syringe, provided with a vaginal portion, is made use of; 
the injection of the fluid is continued till it returns unaltered in color. 
In all cases where the discharge is excessive, tincture of arnica is em- 
ployed; the tincture is used in the proportion of one teaspoonful to a 
cupful of water; it acts as a mild astringent and disinfectant.— Canada 
Medical Record. 

2 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


NEW REMEDIES. 


The following extracts are from an article by Dr. H. G. Barrow, in 
Chicago Medical Journal : 


The Sugar of Milk.—In Dr. Talmy’s new work, published in 
Paris, he prescribes for the diarrhoea of hot countries, from 20 to 200 
grammes of sugar of milk daily. He administers it in the simplest 
way ; the sugar is dissolved in a little water, or as a draught in the 
course of the day. The dose of sugar to be taken is put into a small 
quantity of milk, according to the habits and the digestive capacities 
of the patient. The treatment is spread over several months, dimin- 
ishing the dose as nutrition becomes more considerable and easy; ac- 
cording to the published work referred to, the endemic-diarrhoea of 
hot, climates is the result of a functional lesion of the liver, which results 
in the diminution and even the suppression of the glycogenic function 
of the liver. The sugar of milk may thus replace the glucose which 
is wanting in the blood. 


Pilocarpin.—The Druggists’ Circular says: A substance has 
been separated from the leaves of the pilocarpus pinnatus, or jaborandi, 
that seems to possess all their virtues; it has been called pilocarpin. It 
has a semi-fluid.consistence, has a yellowish color, an agreeable odor, 
is free from acidity, and is spoken of asan alkaloid. In doses of one- 
twelfth to one-fourth of a grain, it is equal to an infusion containing 
the strength of from five to ten grains of the leaves. It has but little 
effect on the heart’s action, or on the temperature of the blood, nor 
does it act asa narcotic on the brain. Jaborandi is, in truth, a harm- 
less but highly potent medicine, and its efficacy lies in its action as a 
sialagogue and diaphoretic. 


Ether Spray.—lIn a serial known as ‘“The Ameriecan Practi- 
tioner,” Dr. W. H. Griffiths reports two cases of severe post-partum 
hemorrhage, in which every known means had been adoped unavail- 
ingly, and to which he was called in consultation. He says, it flashed 
across my mind in the first case to try the effect of ether-spray, and 
accordingly I directed a large spray over the abdominal walls along 
the spine, and over the genitals; the uterus at once responded, and 
the cessation of the hemorrhage was almost immediate. In the second 
case, I lost no time in adopting a similar treatment, and with an equally 
successful result. The doctor further says, I have consulted several 
eminent obstetric practitioners in Dublin, and am informed by them 
that they are not aware that this treatment has been heretofore pro- 
posed. The advantages of ether-spray over the application of cold 
water, and the other means usually adopted in these cases must be ap- 
parent to every practitioner of midwifery. 


A New Use of an Emetic.—A physician makes known to the 
profession, through a medical publication, a simple means of arresting 
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‘obstinate epistaxis, rebellious to all other treatment. His case, he 
says, resisted all the means usually resorted to for arresting such 
‘hemorrhages, mustard foot baths, cold ice to the nucha, plugging of 
‘the nasal orifices, elevation of the arms, injection of the perchloride of 
iron as practiced by Crequy, besides other means. If the patient be 
‘not already enfeebled, fainting spells will soon come on if the hemor- 
rhage continues. What is to be done? A simple means has suc- 
ceeded in my hands, a light emetic quickly administered, soon pro- 
-vokes nausea, then vomiting, and the hemorrhage is incontinently 
arrested. 


Sulphur and Sugar.—In the convulsive cough that often pre- 
-cedes measles, M. Tourtual recommends sulphur and white sugar, 
mixed in equal parts; of which half-teaspoonful doses are to be given 
occasionally. This isa very safe and simple remedy, and from the 
high source whence emanates the prescription, and from the assurance 
that it is effectual in alleviating the cough, certainly it is worthy of a 
‘trial. 


Damiana.—This is a new agent that has recently made its appear- 
cance; it has not existed long enough to receive a botanical appella- 
tion. Damiana is the name by which this plant is known on the 
western coast of Mexico, where it grows. As yet, I believe, but little 
‘is known of its medicinal properties, as its use has been somewhat 
limited. 


Dr. J. J. Caldwell, of Baltimore, has given this new remedy a num- 
ber of trials, and he thus speaks of it: ‘‘I am well satisfied, from 
‘quite an extended experience with the tincture and extract of this 
plant, of its powerful influence over the urino-genital organs of both 
‘sexes, as in moderate doses it increases the flow of urine, as well as 
the sexual appetite. The doctor reports several cases where its pow- 
erful aphrodisiac effects were obtained after the usual remedies, such 
as strychnia, phosphorus and electricity, had failed. 


Neuralgia.—The attention of the medical profession in Paris has 
‘been called to the treatment of ‘‘neuralgia’ through the nasal pass- 
ages. Mons. Raimbert made a communication to the Academy of 
Sciences upon the use of a mixture of powdered white sugar twenty 
‘grains, to morphine one grain, used as a snuff, which is affirmed to be 
effectual in the treatment of dental, sub-orbital and frontal neuralgia. 
It is also applicable to all kinds of headaches. 


Arsenic in Consumption.—M. Montigny, French Consul in 
China, in reference to the use of arsenic by the Northern Chinese, 
says, they mingle it with their smoking tobacco. According to mis- 
sionaries who have lived a long time there, tobacco free from arsenic 
isnot sold. The same witnesses assured the Consul that the arsenic 
smokers were stout fellows, with lungs like blacksmith’s bellows, and 
:as rosy as cherubs. The publication of Montigny’s statement called 
out a letter from Dr. Fonde, who announced that some years ago in 
the course of a discussion at the Academy of Medicine, on the agents 
to be employed to cure tubercular consumption, he told the assembled 


‘ 
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doctors that he found but one successful means of combatting this: 
dreadful disease ; that means was the smoking of arsenic. The doc- 
tor re-affirms his commendation of this remedy. 


The Sulphur Ferri in Suppuration.—The Boston Journal of 
Commerce reports this remarkable case. A child burned all over was. 
recently brought into the hospital, the suppuration from the wounds. 
so profuse, that the ward in which he lay was almost uninhabitable. 
He was placed in a bath containing two handfuls of sulphate of iron, 
the cessation of pain was almost immediate; after repeating the bath, 
twice a day, for fifteen or twenty minutes ata time, the suppuration 
moderated, the fceted odor disappeared, and the patient rapidly re- 


covered. 


Carbolate of Ammonia.—Dr. Declat has lately urged with 
much earnestness the virtues of the carbolate of ammonia in the treat- 
ment of malignant pustule. This substance is applied first as a caustic, 
and then administered internally in a dose from fifteen to thirty grains. 
in twenty-four hours. In one instance four butchers were attacked 
with malignant pustule, derived from infected cattle, and two were at- 
‘tended at home, while the other two were taken to the hospital, and 
placed under Dr. Declat’s care, and were treated with the carbolate of 
ammonia, as above described. These were entirely cured in a rea- 
sonably short space of time, while the others, who were treated at 
home by the ordinary method, succumbed to the malady. 


Puerperal Mania.—The following case was reported in the- 


Virginia Monthly: Dr. Liebman attended a lady seized, on the ninth 
day after her confinement, with mania. The delusion assumed the 
character of extreme hatred of her very near friends. He ordered 
chloral hydrate in ten grain doses, repeated every two hours. After- 
the exhibition of a few doses, sleep was induced, and by the next 
morning she was restored to reason. Except a slight nervous trouble, 
she entirely recovered at the end of three weeks. 


Small Pox.—An Englishman of some note sent to a Liverpool 
paper this remarkable statement, viz: The worst case of small pox. 
can be cured in three days, simply by the use of cream of tartar. The 
formula is, dissolve an ounce of cream of tartar ina pint of water, 
which isto be drank cold, at intervals. The writer of this affirms that 
itis a certain remedy, that it has cured thousands, never leaves a. 
mark, never causes blindness, and avoids tedious delaying. If this. 
is a reliable statement, it is very remarkable, and certainly deserving 


of a trial. 


Hay Fever.—Prof. Bins, of Bonn, writing on the subject of ‘thay: 
fever,” first calls attention to the discovery made by Helmholtz as far- 
back as 1868, of the existence of uncommon. low organisms in the: 
nasal secretions in this complaint, and of the possibility of arresting 
their action by the local employment of quinine. Helmholtz having 
been made aware of the poisonous action of quinine upon infusoria, 
determined to make an experiment with that substance on the vibri- 
onic bodies he had discovered in the nasal secretions of persons suffer~ 
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ing from hay-fever, and for that purpose he employed a weak solution 
of quinine, which he injected into both nostrils. The result was most 
satisfactory, and the cure which took place in his own case, induced 
him : try the remedy upon two of his patients, with like satisfactory 
results. 

Dr. Frickhofer and Prof. Busch have succeeded in curing this affec- 
tion by the same method. Prof. Bins says, after due care has been 
taken to have quinine pure, that a tepid solution should be used, and 
a proper nasal syringe should be the medium through which to apply it. 





SNAKE-BITE. 

Epitor Mepicat Brier :—Enclosed you will find a cure for snake- 
bite which I have seen my father use in Alabama years ago to cure 
snake-bite, also spider bites. The horehound is not the tame that 
grows about old fields, but is the wild, that has a single stem about 
four feet high; the leaves grow opposite each other alternately, and 
resemble the tame horehound; also, has a white blossom in clusters 
resembling the boneset (eupatorium perforliatum), and grows about 
pine slushes. 


ALMOST A CENTURY AND A-HALF. 


Editor Home and Farm :—1 have copied the following exactly, save 
the old style of f’s for s. If you think it worthy a place in ‘‘Home 
and Farm,” well and good. I can send you more from the same 
source. 

Pactolus, Pitt Co., N. C. Mrs. J. J. R. 


Introductory Letter—From the Carolina Gazette, May 9, 1749. 


To the Printer: Sir—I am commanded by the commons house of 
‘assembly to send you the inclosed, which you are to print in the Cavo- 
lina Gazette as soon as possible. It is the negro Ceesar’s cure for the 
bite of a rattle-snake; for discovering of which the General Assembly 
hath thought fit to purchase his freedom, and grant him an allowance 
of £100 per annum during life. 

I am, etc., JAMES IRVING. 


Negro Cesar’s Cure for the Bite of a Rattle-Snake. 

Take the roots of plantain or horehound (in summer roots and 
branches together), a sufficient quantity; bruise them in a mortar, 
Squeeze out the juice, of which give, as soon as possible, one large 
spoonful. If the poison is swelling, it must be forced down the 
throat. This will generally cure. If the patient finds no relief in an 
hour after, give another spoonful, which never fails. If the roots are 
‘dried, they must be moistened with a little water. To the wound may 
be applied a leaf of good tobacco, moistened with rum. 

The above was written by my father, Dr. F. L. Meriwether, of 
Daly, Houston County, Texas, just before his death, which occurred 
February 9, 1881. He was an eye witness to the efficiency of the 
remedy, and had written the above for the purpose of having it pub- 


ished in your journal. 
J. B. Cox, M. D., Zn Medical Brief. 
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Expert Testimony in Toledo.—Much has been written on this: 
subject during the past few years, and much discussion had, but until 
recently no one has been found who had the courage of his convic- 
tions to bring the matter to a test. 

In a case recently tried in this city, State vs. Hakeos, indicted for 
the killing of one King by a pistol-shot, Drs. Biglow and Brigham at- 
tended the wounded man, and after his death made the post mortem 
examination for the Coroner. Being subpoenaed as witnesses for the 
State, they gave testimony to all things of which they had knowledge, 
but being interrogated as to what, in their opinion, was the cause of 
death, they asked to be excused on the ground that this was expert 
testimony, and that they had not been paid, nor were to be paid as. 
expert witnesses. The following is the account of the proceedings as- 
reported stenographically in the Zelegram of Dec. 4. The witness is 
Dr. Brigham, but the facts are equally applicable to Dr, Bigelow, who- 
was on the stand the previous day: 

Mr. Ford—Doctor, from your observations at the office and at the 
house, and from your previous medical experience, what is your opin~ 
ion of the cause of the death of this man King? 

Witness—That is a question I do not see that I must answer, 

Mr, Ford—What are your grounds for wishing to be excused ? 

Witness—Well, it is an opinion that demands a good deal of con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Ford—You got paid by the county for making a post mortem» 
examination, did you not? 

Witness—I haven’t got the pay yet. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Kennedy—If we are entitled to an answer, we’d like to have 
it in the present case and at the present time. 

The Court (Judge House)—We are now asking what was the cause 
of the death of this man. Now the truth is, all the facts have been 
given in the case that came under the witness’s general attention 
You now want to ask him of his opinion. Suppose he were to. state- 
his wound were not the cause of the death of the boy, would any. 
one believe him? Now this matter is for the jury to determine, 
They have the facts before them. The question isone that may 
be asked, and it is alegal question. But it is calling upon these gentle- 
men for their opinion, which is the result of money and study and 
deep thought for many years, and asking them to do all this for a 
mere pittance of seventy-five cents a day. It is wrong, there is no 
question about it. Practically, they are right. The law has not pro-- 
vided fcr this thing, it is a casws omissus ; it is a thing which, if the at- 
tention of the Legislature had been directed, would have been provided, 
for, because it is just and right. There is no more right in calling 
upon these medical gentlemen for their years of labor and study and 
expense, than there would be to cail upon a lawyer. Now suppose a 
man has an important matter on which he wants advice, and takes it 
to one of the lawyers here, and says: ‘‘I want your legal opinion ;” 
is there any respectable lawyer who would consent to look after this- 
matter without charging for giving his opinion? Well, now, it is pre- 
cisely that sort of opinion that our medical men are called upon to 
give. They are entitled to fair and respectable compensation for that 
opinion, and they ought not to be compelled, in my view, to give the 
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result of their observation and thought, and when it comes from all 
these years of labor. I therefore will not force that question unless 
witness sees fit voluntarily to answer it. In this instance the power 
of the law might be used, but it would be to do what is substantially 
wrong, asking from a man a thing that is valuable and that there is no 
compensation for. I will therefore leave the matter, so far as opin- 
ion is concerned, with them, 

Mr. Kennedy—W e have no objection to the doctor being paid for 
his evidence. 

The Court—Neither the prosecution nor the court have any power 
over the public treasury. 

Mr. Kennedy—It isa question we have a right to demand an an- 
swer to, anda right to ask. , 

The Court—lIt is a question you have a right to ask ; but I will not 
use the arm of the law, under the circumstances, to compel an answer 
to it. 

Mr. Ford—I wish to say a word on this point. 

Of course this is an important matter as far as the administration 
of public justice and law is concerned. Mr. Kennedy and myself 
are simply agents of the State in this case, and: have to discharge a 
duty toward the public, and deeming this an essential ingredient to 
make out this case, we feel we cannot discharge our duty to the public 
without insisting on an answer to this question. And I would have 
it understood that if the case tails, and if justice is not done, the res- 
+ ponsibility rests, not upon us, but upon the decision made by the 
court. 

The Court—You are simply doing your duty, gentlemen, in asking 
the question, and it isa proper question ; but I will not compel an an- 
swer by using the arm of the law in the case until such action as the 
Legislature may see fit to take in the matter. 

It will thus appear that the witnesses owed their immunity from 
committal for contempt to the leniency of the court, who, in our 
judgment, took the only rational and just view of the question. It is 
true that, in all probability, the opinions of these witnesses as to the 
cause of the death could have had no weight with the jury. It does 
not require a professional or scientific dictum to make it apparent that 
a pistol bullet which perforates a man’s abdomen from back to front 
and spills the contents of the intestines into the peritoneum, is the 
cause of that man’s death. The fact that his assailant was promptly 
found guilty Ly the jury, is conclusive on that point. How far the 
judge’s desire for fair dealing might have carried him if the case had 
really required such elucidation as only expert testimony can furnish, 
remains an open question. At all events, the principle, as expounded 
by the honorable court, is a just one, and we wish to express our 
indebtedness to Drs. Bigelow and Brigham for its education.—Vew 
Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, Michigan, in an article to the 
College and Chemical Record, make a liberal proposition relative to the 
testing of new drugs. They say that the unsupported testimony of 
the most careful and conscientious scientific investigation cannot be 
accepted as conclusive evidence; but the accumulated results of the 
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extended experience of many competent observers is the only safe cri- 
terion, to guide the physician in the treatment of the sick. If the pro- 
tession had waited for an accumulation of this kind, however, before 
employing new drugs, the properties of rheubarb, cinchona and opium 
would never have been known. It should be the purpose, therefore, 
of trade, as well as science, to do all in her power to facilitate experi- 
mentation for the purpose of clearing up all representation regarding 
new drugs, and coining it, as far as possible, into a definite scientific 
literature! With this intent we have adopted the following plan, sug- 
gested by Dr. Stewart, and recognizing the benefit its adoption must 
be to trade by increasing the demand for new drugs, we offer our aid 
to the profession in carrying it out. 

The plan suggested is to treat the patients in the numerous hospitals 
and dispensaries throughout the country with drvgs which have 
proved themselves of value, and report the results to the medical 
press. The collection of these reports would furnish, in a short time, 
as much material as was procured by older methods in a century, and 
from them could soon be compiled a valuable literature. Though 
these reports benefit us only directlv, and to the extent that we are 
identfied in the introduction of the drugs or its sale, we offer to the 
hospitals, gratuitously, drugs for this test, and we do not even request 
that our names shall be used in the journals in connection with the 
work. 

And, finally, it is to be hoped that the medical profession will give 
us credit for the integrity of our motives in the introduction of new 
remedies from the platform on which we stand, and because of the 
methods which we have adopted. 


Ethylate of Sodium in the Treatment of Nevus.—In the 
London Lancet, Dr. Richardson reports a number of cases of nevi re- 
moved with this agent. We extract two of the cases:—The first was 
an instance of the common form of nevus on the scalp in an infant 
three months old. After perfect recovery from vaccination, the treat- 
ment commenced in the usual way by the application of ethyiate over 
the growth, by the means of the glass-rod. The nevus was small, 
not larger than a fair-sized hazel nut. The first application caused a 
dense scale to form, which was leose and removable on the fifth day. 
The ethylate was then re-applied, and five days later, when the new 
scale was removed, the nevus was reduced to the size of a small bean. 
It remained in this state during three further applications of the 
ethylate, being much longer under treatment than I had expected 
after the second application. On the seventh application it was nearly 
removed, and one additional touch a fortnight later completely re- 
moved it. No constitutional symptoms interfered with the course of 
the treatment, and no scar remained. 

In the next example the treatment was almost identical, both in 
respect to mode and to result ; but as the patient was very restive and 
screamed extremely when the ethylate was applied, advantage was 
taken to make the application when the infant was in deep sleep. © 
The plan succeeded so well that I ventured to suggest its general 
adoption in young children whenever the nevus is in a situation where 
it can be easily got at, and whenever an intelligent nurse or parent 
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-can be taught to make use of the solution in a safe and efficient 
manner. In the case in question the nzvus was quite removed in the 
-course of six weeks, and it can scarcely be said that any pain at all 
was inflicted. No scar has been left. 


Typhoid Fever.—Dr.. Bristowe considers the treatment of enteric 
fever under four heads: 1. Diet; 2. Medicine; 3. Alcohol; 4. 
Baths ; and in concluding his paper says: ‘‘Let me state briefly the 
‘treatment to which I should like to be subjected if ever, unfortu- 
nately, I should become affected with enteric fever. I should like to 
be placed in a cool, well-ventilated room, and covered lightly with 
‘bedclothes; to have a skillful and attentive nurse to look after me; to 
be fed solely with cold milk, unless vomiting should demand tke ad- 
dition to the milk of medicine calculated to allay vomiting. If diar- 
athoea became troublesome, or ever there was much pain or tenderness 
in the coecal rings and in the bowels, I should like to be treated, not 
with laxatives, but with opium, given either by the mouth or the rec- 
‘tum. If constipation were present, I should, excepting in the first 
week, like to have enemata only for its relief. In the event of intes- 
‘tinal hemorrhage coming on, I should like to have ice to suck or ice- 
cold fluids to drink, cold compresses to the belly, and cold injections 
anto the bowels; and, though I am skeptical as to their efficacy, I 
should still choose to have astringents, and more especially lead, given 
to me at short intervals. If perforation should take place, let me 
have large and repeated doses of opium. Stimulants I should prefer 
to be without early in the disease; later, however, and during con- 
valescence, I should like to have them in moderation. As to the cold 
‘baths, I would rather not have them; but I would, nevertheiess, 
leave it tomy physician to exercise his discretion in the matter. I 
would leave it also for him to decide, according to circumstances, 
whether alcohoi should be administered to me in large quantities. I 
‘should prefer not to be treated at a temperance hospital.’— Buffalo 
Medical Journal. 


Coca in the Opium and Alcohol Habits.—Dr. H. F. Stim- 
mell, Chattanooga, Tenn., in Zherepuetic Gazette, says: 

Haviug put the fluid extract of cova (coca erythroxylon) to a very 
severe test, I am prepared to give you the result of my experience. 
“To say that I am surprised or astonished at the wonderful, and almest 
incredible effects of that new remedy as a nervous stimulant would not 
adequately express my appreciation of it. I will report a case: 

1. Mr. X. Y. had been addicted to the habit of taking morph. 
sulph. for about five years, commencing with one-eighth gr., for lum- . 
bago, changing it from internal to external application (hypodermi- 
cally over lumbar region), and gradually increasing the quantity until 
he reached the enormous dose of twenty-five grs. as a maximum, 
three to four times a day. His nervous depression became so great 
that he could not hold his pen, or button his shirt, or handle knife 
and fork at breakfast, without taking his usual dose directly after 
rising. He suffered from all the consequences of the drug. His 
mind became deranged, and he even attempted the life of his wife 
and children, after which, believing he had succeeded, he swallowed 
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one drachm of morphine, followed by a five-ounce dose of paregoric 
with suicidal intent. I was called sometime after but found him suf- 
fering scarcely any from the effects of the drug, and the only treat- 
ment consisted in keeping him in motion. After his complete re- 
covery I talked freely with him regarding his infirmity, and promised 
to cure him if he would pledge himself to buy all of his morphine 
from me, thus enabling me to control his doses. I started him with 
the allowance of three twenty-grain doses of morphine to be taken 
with a drachm of coca. Ina week his morphine allowance had de- 
creased to ten grs. a day and his dose of coca increased to one-half 
ounce, and now, three weeks after commencing this treatment, the 
morphine has been entirely suspended. Yesterday his wife came to 
my store handing me a package ot powders of morph. sulph., labeled 
and dated by me for her husband, in which I had confirmatory evi- 
dence of his assertion of abstinence. 


Chlorate of Potassium.—Dr. Landesberg, in Medical Bulletin, 
draws attention to the use of chlorate of potassium in cancroid affec- 
tions. Asa topical remedy in carcinoma, it was first tried by Tedeschi, 
as early as 1847, with such marked effect that his procedure soon found 
enthusiastic supporters, especially among the French profession. The 
communication of Bergeron, Milon, and Blondeau in the Union Medt- 
cale, of 1865, No. 154, gave full credit to the efficacy of chlorate of 
potassium in the treatment of cancroid. Their method consisted in 
applying to the ulcerated surface either a four per. cent. or a concen- 
trated solution of the drug. Ina case of scirrhus of the nose, ina 
woman of 84 years, Bergeron observed a perfect cure, after a treat- 
ment of four months. The cicatrization started from the edges of the 
ulcer; the latter healed entirely, leaving flat, white, solid cicatrix. A 
year later, Debout published in the Budletin de Therap, \xvi., January 
15, 1864, the remarkable results of his experience, with the use of 
chlorate of potassium, in cancroid affections, which were fully corrob- 
orated by the subsequent publications of Leblane, Cooke, Charcot, 
Delpech, and Michon. The local application of chlorate ot potas- 
sium was combined by Charcot with the internal use of the drug, in 
daily doses of 30 grains. 


Anthracemia—Wool-Sorters’ Disease.—Dr. W. R. Black- 
wood, of Philadelphia, contributes to the Philadelphia Medical Times, 
an interesting paper on this disease, which has attracted especial at- 
tention in England. A committee appointed from the Bradford Me- 
dico-Chirurgical Society reported the result of four typical cases, with 
the results of post-mortems. They seem to leave no doubt of the fact 
‘that this affection is due to blood-poisoning by the so-called bacillus 
anthracis, alow form of bacteria, presumably contaminating the wool, 
and which gains entrance to the blood of those affected through the 
likeliest channels—the lungs or stomach. The symptoms so far re- 
cognized are violent cephalalgia—often unilateral—fever, intensi- 
fying in its progress, severe pleuritic pain, crepitant inspiratory rales, 
and finally profuse diarrhcea, The differential diagnosis between an- 
thacemia and typhoid fever is clear, and ordinary care only. is requi- 
site to distinguish them, Cases have been complicated with malignant 
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pustules from inoculation by scratching pimples or abrasions, espe- 
cially about the face, and in such instances the neighboring lymphatics 
have become greatly enlarged, The prognosis is bad, and treatment 
is as yet apparently unsettled. Post-mortem investigations show soft- 
tening of the bronchial glands, and accumulations of fluid in the pleu- 
ral and peritoneal cavities. The intestines, beyond injection and low 
inflammatory signs, give no evidence. The glands of Peyer are not 
softened or ulcerated. Bacillus is abundant in the fluids of the closed 
cavities, in the viscera and in the blood. Inoculation of blood con- 
taining this form of bacteria in the lower animal, as tested in the 
mouse, rabbit and guinea-pig, produces the disease, death superven- 
ing in from thirty-six to seventy-two hours. Decomposition is rapid, 
especially at the site of punciure in the case of inoculation. Dr. Black- 
wood reports two typical cases, occurring in his practice recently.— 
Va. Med. Monthly. 


Bi-Meconate of Morphia.—Dr. T. B. Curtis, in Boston Medi- 
cal Journal, called the attention of the Boston Society for Medical 
Improvement to this preparation of morphia, which he believed to 
possess advantages rendering it superior, for certain exceptional cases, 
to all other opiates. Morphia, in its natural condition in the poppy, 
is combined with meconic acid. 

The bi-meconate was introduced by Squire, 1839, in the form of a 
solution of bi-meconate of morphia, which was said to be of the same 
strength as laudanum, and to possess in an eminent degree the sedative 
powers of morphia, but having this superiority, that it disturbed the 
head, bowels and stomach less than any other preparation of opium. 
For hypodermic use, the solution, according to Squire, could be eva- 
porated to one-twentieth ofits bulk, so that three minims were equal 
in power to a half-grain of acetate of morphia. In prescribing this 
salt, it should be borne in mind that it contains only half as much 
morphia as an equal weight of the sulphate. To obtain similar effects 
to those of the sulphate, therefore, a double dose must be given. 

Dr. Curtis had recently met with three patients, who were incon- 
venienced in various ways by opiates to such a degree that, although 
suffering much pain and distress, they were debarred from using these 
means of relief. One was an elderly lady, who had for some weeks 
been affected with protracted hepatic colic and jaundice, due to gall- 
stones, and followed by severe hepatic pain and nausea. Opium and 
morphia caused intolerable nausea and vomiting ; but the bi-meconate 
was taken in fair doses, with little or no inconvenience, and was pro- 
ductive of much relief and benefit. 


Digitalis in Scarlet Fever.—Regarding the treatment of this 
common disease, Dr. William B. Atkinson, of Philadelphia, writes in 
Medical and Surgical Reporter: In my own experience, no single 
remedy has given me such good and such constant results as digitalis. 
About the year 1858, Dr. Lewis P. Gebhard read a paper before one 
of our medical societies, very strongly advocating the use of this ar- 
ticle in all forms of this disease, and claiming for it the character of a 
specific. His method was to put one drachm of the powdered leaves. 
of digitalis to twelve tablespoofuls of boiling water, and, when the in- 
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fusion had cooled, to give it in teaspoonful doses every hour, according 
to the age of the child and gravity of the symptoms. Since that time, 
I have used it in a large number of cases, and with the best results. 
I generally order it prepared in the same way, and direct the nurse to 
give it in teaspoonful doses every hour or two, until the pulse and 
temperature are positively reduced ; and then to lenghten the interval 
so as to matntain the effect thus obtained. I believe that I have al- 
most invariably observed the symptoms to moderate within from 
twelve to twenty-four hours, and I feel confident that while 1 have 
never in a single instance known any of the so-called poisonous effects 
of the remedy to follow, I have also failed to see the usual dangerous 
sequelz in many cases, and only slightly in any. 


The Treatment of Itch.—A writer from Paris says that at pre- 
sent itch is cured in one hour and a half, at the St. Louis Hospital. 
The first half-hour the patient, absolutely nude, rubs himself from 
head, or rather neck, to foot, with soft-soap. The second half-hour 
he is put into a tepid bath, where he continues the soft-soap frictions. 
The third half-hour he rubs his body with Helmerich’s sulpho-alkaline 
ointment. He puts on his clothes without washing off the ointment, 
so as to keep it in contact with the surface for twenty-four hours. 
While the patient is treating himself, his clothes are purified in a spe- 
cially constructed stove, at a temperature of 120°, and exposed to sul- 
phur vapor. Four thousand itch patients are treated here annually. 

The hospital treatment is a rough one, and sometimes causes at- 
tacks of eczema. It may be mitigated thus: toilet soap is substituted 
for soft-soap, and Hardy’s modification of Helmerich’s ointment used, 
lard one hundred parts,i sulphur sxteen parts, bicarbonate of potash 
eight parts, by weight. The patient should have his sheets and all 
under-linen changed immediately.— Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


Asthma.—In attempting to treat the diseased condition, the un-. 
derlying cause should be sought. If there are evidences of malaria, 
large doses of quinine will be of service. If it is thought to be pollen 
from cértain plants, a change of climate will be the surest mode of 
relief. If the cause is one without assignable cause, it is always well 
to try such remedies as iron, quinine, arsenic, and iodide of potassium, 
and other tonic and alterant remedies. Perhaps it is safe to say that 
no remedies give more uniform satisfaction than iodide of potassium 
and muriate of ammonia. These agents tend to promote the bron- 
chial secretions, and patients find that as soon as the secretions are 
increased and expectoration established they are relieved. Hence I 
shall direct for this woman the following combination : 


K Ammonii chloridi 10 grains. 
Potassii iodidi 8 grains. 
1 f. drachm. 
q. Ss. 
M. Sig. For one dose, to be taken four times daily. 
After two weeks the patient returned and reported that she has 
been entirely free from paroxysms since taking the above.—£xtractd 
from Clinical Lecture in Phil. Medical Bulletin. 
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Atropia for Vomiting in Pregnancy.—J. W. Wade, M. 
D. (tn Medical Brief) says: In vomiting in pregnancy I have been 
baffled in every remedy I could adopt except one, the sulph. atropia, 
hypodermically, one-sixteenth of a grain to one-half drachm of pure 
water in the arm, and belladon. oint. U. S. P. to the os uteri. For 
rigidity of os uteri this application of belladon. oint. with glycerine 
on a ball of cotton wool pressed against the os and kept there during 
six hours of the twenty-four, syringe well with warm water and castile 
soap and apply cosmoline or vaseline freely between applications of 
balladon. oint. I have usually succeeded. I have tailed with oxalate 
cerium, bismuth and even champagne wine and ice, all of which are 
recommended and sometimes seem to relieve in vomiting in pregnancy, 
but atropia beats all. 


Corpulency Reduced by Diet.—Dr. O. B. Campbeil, Ovid, 
Mich., (Physician and Surgeon, January, 1881,) was consulted by a 
man weighing 30414 pounds, concerning pain in the limbs and em- 
barrassed respiration. The limbs were swollen, and pitted deeply 
upon pressure. There was a slight varicosity, and the urine con- 
tained traces of sugar. His normal weight was 180 pounds. Had 
taken various anti-fat preparations, and gained flesh all the time. By 
a diet of gluten bread, beef, eggs, tea and coffee without sugar, a 
minimum quantity of food and a saline cathartic at night, the weight 
was reduced to 290 pounds in seven days, and to 260 pounds in the 
first three months. He believes this case to exceed any previously 
reported in rapidity of reduction. The diet was recommended by the 
Physician and Surgeon, July, 1879.—Medical Tribune. 


Atropia for Hysteria.—Dr. Leman, in Medical Bulletin, has 
found the hypodermic use of atropia effectual in the convulsions of 
hysteria : 

The exact nature of hysteria has not been clearly made out. 
The tendency seems to be to give it a location in the nerve centres. 
Dr. H. C. Wood says ‘‘that many of the phenomena of hysteria are 
phenomena of inhibition, or lack of it.” Rosenthal says ‘‘we must 
attribute a large part of the symptoms of hysteria to a congenital or 
acquired want of resistance on the part of the vaso-motor nervous 
system ; that the disturbance of the brain must be attributed to reflex 
spasm of the cerebral arteries, and to the consequent cerebral anes- 
thesia.” Dose one-twentieth to one-fortieth grain. 


Azotite of Ethyl.—M. E. Peyrusson has published a remarkable 
paper on the use of this medicine as a prophylactic in pestilential and 
contagious diseases, and to purify contaminated localities. Azotite of 
ethyl in vapor possesses all the physical and chemical properties to 
attack all morbific products in the atmosphere. Its action is analo- 
gous to ozone, but more active in its effect by reason of the great 
variety of products’it has to meet. It isno more unpleasant than 
ozone in odor, nor irritating in its action upon the tissues, and whilst 
it is impossible to use the latter practically, the azotite of ethyl can be 
used night and morning, placing some few grammes in a flagon in an 
impure room.— Therapeutic Gazette. 
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Action of Bromide Potassium.—Maragliano has found, by 
employing the method of cranial thermometry, that bromide of po- 
tassium, in doses of thirty to fifty grains, contrary to the usual ‘theo- 
ries of its action, causes a rise of temperature, at least on the outside 
of the cranium. This rise amounts on the average to about one de- 
gree centigrade ; it reaches its acme in about an hour and a half and 
declines again in two or three hours. Simultaneously with this there 
appears a slight rise of two or three-tenths of a degree in the axilla. 
It is of course open to question, especially after the publication of 
Franck’s researches, whether the temperature or the changes of tem- 
perature on the external surface of the head, represent approximately 
similar conditions of the brain ornot. There does, however, seem 
to be some clinical evidence that there is a connection between exter- 
nal cranial temperature and intra-cranial changes, and if this rise fol- 
lowing the ingestion of bromides really means an increase of cerebral 
circulation, then a popular theory of the action will have to be given 
up.-— Chicago Medical Review, January sth. 


Quinia from Coal Tar.—Professor J. M. Maisch (Amer. Journal 
of Pharmacy, April, 1881, p. 176) states that the New York Commer- 
cial Bulletin notices a report current in that city that a Liberty street 
- firm had applied for a patent for a process to manufacture quinia from 
coal tar. The firm has been interested with a chemist to accomplish 
this result for several years. Our readers have been kept informed of 
the results obtained by Skraup, Koenigs, Hess and others, in their en- 
deavor to determine the exact composition of the cinchona alkaloids, 
which, when once known, will doubtless lead to their synthetical pro- 
duction. Of its importance there can be no doubt, when it is remem- 
bered that in 1879 $2,000,000 worth of cinchona bark was imported, 
most of which has, doubtless, been used in the manufacture of this - 
indispensable alkaloid. —Co/. and Clin. Record. 


Treatment for Rheumatism.—Dr. Cutter (‘x Medical Brief) 
says: With your permission I would like to cail the attention of 
my professional brethren to the use of the fl. ext. of manaca in 
the treatment of rheumatism, both acute and chronic. I have 
used this drug in the treatment of a number of cases, and have 
never failed to give prompt relief. I prescribe it in ten drop 
doses three times a day before meals, for three or four days, then in- 
erease the dose to twenty drops. ThisI continue for three days. 
After all symptoms leave under this treatment, the pain and swelling 
subside rapidly. I never find it necessary to administer any remedy 
for the reduction of the fever. 


Membranous Croup —Dr. S. S. Green, of Buffalo Medeical 
Journal, on the treatment of membranous croup by the local use of 
perchloride of iron, reports the histories of seven cases, in which a 
concentrated solution of this salt had been thrown, in an atomized 
form, into the larynx, and, of the number, there were two deaths with 


five recoveries. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS, 


The Snake-Stones of Ceylon.—The following notes are taken 
principally from Sir Emerson Tennent’s work on Ceylon, partly also 
from Wood’s ‘‘Natural History.” 


The use of the Pamboo-kaloo, or snake-stone, as a remedy in cases 
of wounds by venomous serpents, has probably been communicated 
to the Cinghalese by the itinerant snake-charmers who resort to the 
island from the coast of Coromandel; and more than one well-authen- 
ticated instance of its successful application has been told to Sir E. 
Tennent by eye-witnesses. 

On one occasion, in March, 1854, some civil officers of the gov- 
ernment were riding along a jungle path in the vicinity of Bientenne, 
when they saw one of two Tamils, who were approaching them, sud- 
denly dart into the forest and'return, holding in both hands a cobra de 
eapello, which he had seized by the head and tail. He called to his 
companion for assistance to place it in their covered basket, but, in 
doing this, he handled it so inexpertly, that it seized him by the finger, 
and retained its hold for a few s.conds, as if unable to retract its fangs. 
The blood flowed, and intense pain appeared to follow almost imme- 
diately ; but, with all expedition, the friend of the sufferer undid his 
waistcloth and took from it two snake-stones, each of the size of a 
small almond, intensely black, and highly polished, though of an ex- 
tremely light substance. These he applied, one to each wound in- 
flicted by the teeth of the serpent. The stones attached themselves 
closely, the blood oozing from the bites being rapidly imbibed by the 
porous texture of the article apphed. They adhered tenaciously for 
three or four minutes, the wounded man’s companion in the mean- 
while rubbing his arm downward from the shoulder toward the fingers. 
At length the snake-stones dropped off of their own accord, the suffer- 
ing of the man appeared to have subsided, he twisted his fingers until 
the joints cracked (whether as part of the cure or in bravado Tennent 
does not say), and went on his way without concern. 


One of these stones was sent for analysis to Professor Faraday, who 
pronounced it to be made of charred bone, and in all probability to 
have been filled with blood, and again charred. Evidence of this is 
afforded, as well by the apertures of cells and breaks under pressure, 
and exhibits an organic structure within. 

Another light has been thrown on the subject by Mr. R. W. H. 
Hardy, who states that the snake-stone is in use in Mexico, and that 
it is formed by cutting a piece of stag’s horn into the proper shape, 
wrapping it lightly in grass or hay, folding it in sheet copper so as to 
exclude the air, and calcining it ina charcoal fire. 


Submarine Cables.—The first cost of submarine cables is heavy, 
and they last, on the average, only ten or twelve years. If a cable 
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breaks in deep water after it is ten years old, it cannot be lifted for re-. 
pairs, as it is liable to break of its own weight. The action of the sea 
water gradually destroys the outer coating of iron wire, though the 
core of the cable may remain perfect. The companies are conse- 
quently compelled to put aside a large share of their earnings as a re- 
served fund for this decennial renewing of the cables. 

The repairs of these submarine lines are also very costly, A ship 
has to be chartered at an expense of some five hundred dollars a day ;. 
and it generally takes several weeks to find the locality of the break 
and to mend it, which can be done only in favorable weather. A single 
break has sometimes cost a hundred thousand dollars. 

Still, this branch of telegraphy is profitable, and new lines are con- 
stantly being laid. ‘There are six wires connecting this country with 
Great Britain and France, and it is announced that two more will soon. 
be added.—/ournal of Chemistry. 


Cold Weather and Health.—In his late report as registrar of 
Providence, Dr. Snow remarks: ‘‘There is a popular error, which 
we often hear spoken of in the winter season, that clear, cold weather 
is favorable to the public health. The truth is that ¢v ¢his climate 
severe cold weather, if continued more than two or three days, in- 
creases the number of deaths as certainly as continued hot weather, 
though ina different manner. Severe cold depresses the vital forces, 
and exposure to it produces fatal results among those persons, or 
classes of persons, whose vital force is weakened by any cause. Such 
persons are the aged and the very young, and also all who are sick or 
debilitated from any other cause. Besides this, severe cold is no pre- 
ventive of, but on the contrary is favorable to, the spread of some of 
our most fatal diseases, as small-pox, diphtheria, and scarlitina. This. 
is shown at the present time in Brooklyn, New York, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, and other places.—/did. 


A New Test of Intelligence.—The Parisian scientist, Dr. 
Delaunay, has made the curious discovery that, to ascertain the quali- 
ties of a cook, it is sufficient to give her a plate to clean, or sauce to. 
make, and watch how she moves her hand in either act. If she move 
it from left to right, or in the direction of the hands of a watch, you 
may trust her; if the other way, she is certain to be stupid and in- 
capable. Similarly, the intelligence of people may be gauged by ask- 

- ing them to make a circle on paper with a pencil, and noting in which 
direction the hand is moved. The good students, in a mathematical 
class, draw circles from left to right. The inferiority of the softer sex 
(as well as of male dunces) is shown by their drawing from right to 
left; asylum patients and children do the same. In a word, cenérifu- 
gal movements are a characteristic of intelligence and higher develop- 
ment; centripetal are a mark of incomplete evolution. A person, as 
his faculties are developed, may come to draw circles the opposite 
way to what he did in youth. Dr. Delaunay has some further extra- 
ordinary conclusions as to the relative positions of races in the scale of 
development from the way they wind their watches and make their 


screws. —/bid. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 


Unknown Eruptive Diseases.—Dr. J. S. Knott, of Texas, 
writes: We have had in our town and vicinitv, an eruptive disease re- 
sembling measles. Some of the cases have huskiness of voice, suffu- 
sion of the eyes, etc., and many of the persons so afflicted had mea- 
sles when young. Two infants under my care had same eruption, 
who had no opportunity to get the disease from other persons. I will 
advise you of one case in particular, and give you my treatment, and 
let you name the disease forme. My medical friends in town claim 
it measles, but I can’t think so of the cases under my care; it is 1 
believe admitted by nearly all writers (medical) that persons have 
been known to have measles twice, but very seldom. In one family 
in town, all the children in the family except one, born in Texas, had 
measles in Tennessee, and when this disease came among us, those in 
that particular family that had measles previously, were the first to 
break out with this affection. 


A Case in Point.—I was called about dark to see Mrs. C., enciente; 
found pulse quick, skin hot, vomiting almost incessantly; she had kept 
nothing on the stomach for a day or two. Her husband claimed to be 
something of a doctor himself—told me he could not quiet the stomach 
by using any means. She had eaten nothing; no appetite for two or 
three days. My prescription which I made at once, was eng. calomel, 
nit. bismuth, with small portion morphine sulph. I gave her first dose 
at 8 o’clock, placed it on the tongue dry, and with swallow of water 
was taken without any trouble. She rested quietly until near the 
time to take second dose same as first, when I had her taken off the 
bed and given a good hip bath, when the other powder was taken. 
She expressed herself much better the following morning, got a good 
action from the liver and she was well. That was the only medicine | 
gave her except two or three small doses of bismuth, which we had no 
occasion to use after the bowels moved. I also used tinct. val. and 
bromide to procure rest, but she never vomited after taking first dose 
calomel. In two or three days she was up, and her husband had al- 
most despaired of her living at all. Now isit measles? If so I never 
knew before that two doses calomel would cure measles at once. 

I will further state Mrs. C. had sore throat in connection with the 
eruption, and her child two years old was similarly affected, or had 
same symptoms, and I also gave hera mercvrial course same night, 
and the child never had the eruption at all. 


[In the cases above referred to the symptoms are not given in suffi- 
cient detail or accuracy to enable us to name the disease of which our 
friend writes, but so far as we can form an opinion from what he has 
written, we think the disease is Rothe/n—a form of eruption resembl- 
ing measles, though milder in character, and as the throat is not un- 
frequently affected, may be mistaken for scarlatina. Catarrhal symp- 
toms are generally absent, but should a cold chance to co-exist the 
ews to measles is very strong. ‘The disease, however, usually 
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terminates about the time that measles is at its height (4th or 5th day). 
The systemic disturbance is usually much less than measles, and the 
temperature never high unless there be some complication to aggravate 
the case. It usually prevails epidemically, and if contagious at all only 
moderately so.—Ep. W.] 


Diphtheria.—Dr. R. S. Forehand, of Georgia, suggests the fol- 
lowing treatment for diphtheria: Irritate the throat from car to ear 
with croton oil, and then make a mouth-wash or gargle for the throat, 
20 drops of creasote to 5 ounces of good apple vinegar, mix and shake 
well. Wash the mouth and gargle the throat every three or four 
hours. If secretions have been swallowed, give castor oil to open 
bowels, or give an emetic of ipecac. Do not use milk for diet, but 
use wine freely. When convalescent give tincture of iron for a few 
days as a tonic. 


Startin’s Mixture.—A wonderfully valuable combination of sul- 
phur is that known as ‘‘Startin’s Mixture :” 
R Magnes. sulph 3j, 32.00Gm. 
BPR AIRNIDIN oom oeeiswresesnsieed sven asacesecaeseswe ey “Ae” 
Acid sulph. dil 3ij, 8.00 
Tinct. gentian 32.00 ** 
3 iij 96.00 ** 
M. Sig. One ounce (thirty-two grams) dose after meals. 


This is very potent in reducing cutaneous congestion in such con- 
ditions as erythema multiforme, erythematous eczema, and urticaria.-— 


Canada Lancet. 


Gold Medal Cologne.— 
Oil of bergamot . 7 parts. 
Oil of citron, [icedrat]...........c.cccceseccees uheaseae 
Oil of neroli, petale...............00 pee ee seu ase, sheet 10 
Oil of neroli, bigarade 
Oil of rosemary,............60. GaSe Moeaa Garner ese 7 
Wine alcohol 
The wine alcohol may be replaced with the spirit known here as 
Cologne alcohol.— Chemist and Druggist. 


Dabell’s Purgative Tincture.— 


R Res. podophylii.............. cs 
Essentie zingiber 
Spts. vin. recti..... es pauieaiies SAonee ae z 4. 
M. S. One drachm at night when lying down every two or three 
nights. Podophyllin is claimed to act mildly —Gvard’s Med. Journal. 


Remedies for Poison Oak Eruptions.—Sulphate of soda, two 
drachms, chloral hydrate, one drachm, water, one pint. Mix. Use 
as awash. It relieves in a very few hours.—Fclectic Medical Journal. 


Sweet oil, 1 ounce; carbolic acid, 15 drops; ammonia, 10 drops. 
Mix. Apply freely to the affected parts. There will be no sign of 
the eruption in 48 hours.—J/dzd. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 





sae Subscribers are earnestly requested to remit. their 
dues. 





EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

THE Medical Society of North Carolina meets at Ashville on Tues~ 
day, May 31st. 

Dr. J. B. UNpERWoop, an old and respected physician, died recent- 
ly athis home in Cave Springs, Ga. 

Dr. Cuas. MAGILL, an eminent physician of Richmond, Virginia, 
died May 5th, 1881, aged 75 years. 

Plague.—Reports from Turkey state that the plague is prevailing 
with awful and increasing severity at Bagdad. 


Dr. Ray Dead.—Dr. Isaac Ray, of Philadelphia, a distinguished 
writer and physician, died March 31st, 1881, aged 75 years. 


Tlustrated Scientific News.—We are well pleased with the Illustrated 
Scientific News, a monthly published by Munn & Co., New York. 
Terms, $1.50 per annum. 


Death from Vaccination —Twelve deaths are reported in New York 
during last summer from vaccination—from erysipelas in most cases, 
resulting from impure matter. 


Dr. Cow ina, Editor of Louisville Medical News and Professor of 
Surgery in Louisville Medical College, died of a rheumatic affection, 
on April 2d, 1881, aged 42 years. 

Tennessee State Medical Society.—The late meeting of the Tennessee 
State Medical Society was very poorly attended, caused, we are told, 
by division or dissension in that body. 


Doctors Take Notice that the property advertised by J. A. Ansley, 
in this Journal, is a bargain and a rare chance to obtain a cheap home 
in acity whichis rapidly growing, and where, ina few years, such 
property will be double its present price. 


Southern Medical College-—The prospects of this new institution are 
very flattering. The arrangements for the hospital in connection with 
the Institute are progressing favorably, and other facilities are being 
provided for imparting medical information second to no school in the 
country. Southern students need not now go North to obtain a 
medical education, and Northern students, especially those who have 
reason to prefer a mild climate in which to pursue their studies, will 
do well to take lectures at the Southern Medical College. 
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THE Association of Medical Editors recently held in Richmond, 
elected the following gentlemen as officers for the ensuing year: L. 
B. Edwards, M. D., of Virginia, President; Ralph Wallace, M. D., 
of D. C , Vice-President, and Dr. D. S. Reynolds, of Kentucky, Sec- 
retary. 


Our thanks returned for a sample of Rogers’ Bird's Eve-Views, con- 
taining, on a sheet not larger than an ordinary newspaper—Rules for 
spelling and punctuating; using capitals; letter writing ; spelling of 
25,000 words, 20,000 synonyms, etc. A very useful and valuable 
sheet to everybody. Send 25 cents to L. H. Rogers, publisher, New 
York city. 


Tannerism.—A lady in Iowa City—Miss Hattie Duell, voluntarily 
abstained from food for forty-seven days and died from inanition on 
the roth inst. It was adeliberate and most remarkable suicide. Her 
symptoms very much resembled those experienced by Dr. Tanner. In 
the latter case it was supposed that the will-power of the man greatly 
contributed to the maintenance of life, but in the case of Miss Duell 
there was a desire for death; by which it is shown that the natural 
powers of life will suffice to keep up the body for forty-seven days at 
least. 


MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA. 


The Medical Association of Georgia convened in Thomasville on 
the 2oth of April last, and, in the absence of the President—the vener- 
able Dr. Joseph A. Eve—was called to order by the Second Vice- 
President, Dr. B. R. Doster. 

The address of welcome was delivered by Dr. T. S. Hopkins, and 
responded to, in behalf of the Association, by Dr. W. F. Holt, of 
Macon. 

The President elect, Dr. J. C. LeHardy, then took the chair and 
proceeded to deliver the annual address. 

He faithfully reviewed the history of the Association, and deplored 
the lack, on the part of the profession of the State, of that earnest sup- 
port to which the organization is entitled and ought to receive at the 
hands of its members, and at the hands of physicians who are not 
members of the body. 

Among other suggestions he proposed the re-establishment of the 
committee on prize essays. He had, by his own efforts, raised about 
one hundred dollars to be devoted to this purpose if a committee 
should be appointed. This able address will be printed in full in the 
forthcoming volume of transactions. 

The committee to whom the address was referred subsequently re- 
ported in favor of the committee on prize essays, which report was 
adopted by the Association, and the committee was appointed. 

Dr. James B. Baird resigned the office of Secretary, which he has 
filled for the last four years with great faithfulness and ability. 

A number of papers were presented during the meeting, and re- 
ferred to the committee on publication. ~ 

A statement was made by Dr. W. H. Hall, member of the Board of 
‘Trustees of the State Lunatic Asylum, in reference to the condition of 
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‘that institution. He urged the necessity for increased room and a 
more liberal appropriation. The views of Dr. Hall were forcibly in- 
dorsed by Dr. Thos. H. Kenan, one of the resident physicians at the 
asylum. , 

The question was referred to a committee consisting of Drs. W. H. 
Hall, Jas. B. Baird and B. R. Doster, with instructions to lay the 
facts and the necessity for action before the next Legislature. 

A bill entitled ‘‘An act to establish a Medical Board, to prescribe 
its purposes, powers and duties, and to regulate and improve the prac- 
tice of medicine in the State of Georgia, and to provide a penalty for 
the infringement of the same,” was indorsed, and a committee was 
appointed to urge upon the next IJ. gislature the importance of its pass- 
age. We cannot,.at this writing, speak advisedly upon this bill, not 
having seen or heard the details thereof. but as there is already a law 
of the kind in force in our State, such action would seem to be un- 
necessary. 

Twelve or fifteen new members were added to the roll of member- 
ship. 

The following officers were elected : 

PRESIDENT—Dr. W. F. Holt, Macon. 

First Vick-PRESIDENT—Dr. Eugene Foster, Augusta. 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT—Dr. T. H. McIntosh, Thomasville. 

SECRETARY—Dr. A. Sibley Campbell, Augusta. 

TREASURER—Dr. K. P. Moore, Forsyth. 

Crensor—Dr. R. J. Nunn, Savannah. 

OrAtoR—Dr. J. R. Duggan, Macon. 

Atlanta was selected as the next place of meeting, which is appointed 
for the third Wednesday in April, 1882. 

A vote of hearty thanks for the kind and courteous attentions be- 
stowed upon the visiting members was enthusiastically passed, and the 
session was adjourned. 

The Association was elegantly entertained by the hospitable people 
of Thomasville. A sumptuous banquet and a grand ball were given 
in its honor, so that the social, no less than the scientific features of 
the reunion were a decided and pleasing success, 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Association assembled in Richmond, Va., on the 3d inst., at 
Mozart Hall. The address of welcome was made by his Excellency, 
Governor Holliday, of the State of Virginia. His address was brief, 
but cordial and complimentary, containing the following utterance: 
‘“‘Of all the conventions that ever here met, none in the hight and 
liobility of their aims surpassed that into the faces of whose members 
I am now looking.” 

Dr. John T. Hodgen, of Missouri, President, made a lengthy and 
able address. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year are as follows: 

President—Dr. T. J. Woodward, U. S. A. 

Vice-Presidents—Dr. P.O. Harper, Arkansas; Dr. L. Connor, Mi- 
chigan; D.. Eugene Gresson, North Carolina; Dr. Hunter McGuire, 
Virginia. 
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Secretary —Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, Pennsylvania. 

Treasurer—Dr. R. J. Dunglison, Pennsylvania. 

Librarian—Dr. Wm. Lee, Washington. 

St. Paul, Minnesota, was selected as the place for the next annual 
meeting. 

The various Sections assembled in their separate capacities, and the 
usual number of able and interesting papers were read. 

The report on Journalizing Transactions recommended that a com- 
mittee of five be appointed, whose duty it shall be to digest and report 
in detail, as early as possible, a plan for the publication of a Weekly 
Journal by the Association ; the nomination of an Editor, his salary, 
and the time and place of publication of such Journal. 

The following amendment to the Code of Ethics, after considerable 
discussion, was adopted : 

‘It is nat in accord with the interest of the public or the honor of 
the profession, that any physician or medical teacher should examine 
or sign diplomas or certificates of proficiency for, or otherwise be 
specially concerned with, the graduation of persons whom they have 
good reason to believe intend to support and practice any exclusive 
and irregular system of medicine.” 

The following are the officers of Sections for ensuing year, to-wit: 

Section on Practice of Medicine: Chairman, Dr. J. A. Octerberry, 
Kentucky ; Secretary, Dr. Robert J. Roberts, Tennessee. 

Section on Surgery and Anatomy; Chairman, Dr. J.C. Hughes, Iowa, 
Secretary, Dr. William A. Byrd, Illinois. ‘ 

Section on Obstetrics: Chairman, Dr. H. O. Marcy, Massachusetts ; 
Secretary, Dr. C. V. Mottram, Kansas. 

Section on Medical Jurisprudence and State Medicine: Chairman, Dr. 
A. L. Gihon, Washington, D. C.; Secretary, Dr. J. H. Sears, ‘Texas. 

Ophthalmology, Otology, and Laryngology: Chairman, Dr. D. B. St. 
John Roosa, New York; Secretary, J. Sales Cohen, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Diseases of Children: Chairman, Dr. S. C. Busy, Washington, D. 
C.; Secretary, Dr. William Lee, Baltimore, Md. 

Dentistry: Chairman, Dr. D. H. Goodville, New York; Secretary, 
Dr. P. W. Brophy, Illinois. 

Judicial Council: Drs. S. N. Benham, Pennsylvania; John Toner, 
Washington, D. C.; D. A. Linthineum, Arkansas; William Brodie, 
Michigan; H. S. Holton, Vermont; A. B. Sloan, Missouri; R. 
Beverly Cole, California. 

In reference to trade-marks, copyrights, etc., the following was of- 
fered, and referred to the judicial council to be reported next year : 

Resolved, That the spirit of the Code of Ethics forbids a physician 
from prescribing a remedy controlled by a patent, copyright or trade- 
mark. This, however, shall except a patent upon a process of manu- 
facture or upon the machinery of the manufacture, provided the patent 
be not used to prevent legitimate competition, and shall also except 
the use of a trade-mark used to designate a brand of manufacture, 
provided that the article so marked be accompanied by working for- 
mula duly sworn to, and also by a technical name under which any one 
can compete in the manufacture of the same. 

The attendance was perhaps an average one in all respects. The 
largest delegations were from Pennsylvania, Virginia, and New York. 
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Our own State, Georgia, was represented by the following gentlemen: 
Thomas S. Powell, Alban S. Payne, W. P. Nicolson, of Atlanta— 
H. F. Campbeli, of Augusta, and Robert Battey, of Rome. 

The next meeting will be held at St. Paul, Minnesota. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


HYDROPHOBIA: A Monograph for the Profession and the Public. 
By Horatio R. Bigalow, M.D. Published by D. G. Brinton, M. D., 
115 S. 7th St., Philadelphia. 1 Vol. 8vo. Cloth, pp. 154. Price 


$1.00. 


This volume is designed for the Physician, the Veterinarian, and 
the intelligent general reader. 

It treats ina thorough and exhaustive manner of that terrible dis- 
ease /Hydrophobia—the most terrible ef any known to sciénce. It re- 
lates its history, symptoms, preventive treatment, and the precautions 
to be taken against it, both public ones and those for single cases, and 
individual instances. 

The author is a distinguished physician and a writer of celebrity. 
His researches have been most extensive, and he presents them in an 
easy and clear style, The questions of the management of such cases 
and the possible chances of recovery are fully discussed. 


JOHN HUNTER AND HIS PUPILS: by S. D. Gross, M. D., L. 
L. D., Oxon., L. L. D., Cantab, Prof. of Surgery in the Jefferson 
Medical College; President of the Philadelphia Academy of Sur- 
gery, etc. Philadelphia, Pressley Blakiston, ror2 Walnut St. J. J. 
& S. P. Richards, Atlanta, Ga. Price $1.50. 


This little work of 103 pages oc., containing an interesting sketch 
of the life, character and services of the renowned John Hunter, may 
be read with pleasure and instruction, by both the student and_prac- 
titioner of medicine, everywhere. 


WHAT EVERY MOTHER SHOULD KNOW: by Edward Ellis, 
M. D., late Senior Physician to the Victoria Hospital for women 
and children, and to the North London Hospital for consumption, 
etc. Author of a Practical Manual on the diseases of children, etc., 
Philadelphia. Pressley Blakiston, to12 Walnut St., 1881. J. J. 
& S. P. Richards, Atlanta, Ga. Price 75 cts. 


This is a very practical little work of 132 pages. It is the work of 
an eminent and able practitioner, and though plain enough tg be com- 
prehended by the unprofessional reader, is yet replete with useful mat- 
ter which students and physicians throughout the country would do 
well to possess themselves of. 


A GUIDE TO THE CLINICAL EXAMINATION OF PATIENTS 
AND THE DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASES: by Richard Hogan, 
M. D., Privat, docent to the University of Leipsic. Translated 
from the London revised and enlarged edition, by G. E. Gramm, M. 
D. Boericke & Tafel, New York. 


This work is eminently practical. 
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A TREATISE—ALBUMINURIA: by W. Howship Dickenson, M. 
D., Contab. Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians; Physician 
‘to St. George Hospital—Sen’r Physician to the hospital for sick chil- 
dren—Corresponding Member of the Academy of Medicine, New 
York. Second edition. Wm. Wood & Co., New York, 1881. 
Oc. 300 p. 


The above is one of Wood’s Library Standard of Medical Authors. 
As it relates tu a subject which is very imperfectly understood by the 
larger portion ot the profession, it should be read and carefully studied 
by every practitioner. It is well gotten up and beautifully illustrated. 


RECEIPTED, 1880.—J. F. Stoddard, A. C. Coleman, W. F. Gresham, R. D. Lucas. 
1881.—L. N. Hyten,J. W. Baker, R. H. Davis, 8S. M. se M. E. Demaret, J. H. Rentz, 
T. J. Jones, J. D. Moore, H. Perdue, S. B. Ragon, J. F. Davis, W.T. Mathews, T. H.. 
Roberds, J. T. McDowell, C. C. Jones, R. D. Jackson. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


BEDFORD ALUM AND IRON SPRINGS.—The advertisement of these 
Springs may be seen in another part of this Journal, and should be carefully read. 
The Editors have tested its virtues. It is an excellent remedy in hremoptisis, or as 
an anti hemorrhagic in any case, especially of a passive character. As an injection 
in gleet, gonorrhea, leucorrhoea, etc., it is highly useful. Asa gargle in ulcerated 
sore throat it is very efficacious. In chronic diarrhcea it is often useful, and given in 
small doses, in the night sweats of phthisis it has been found an excellent remedy. 


The House of Wm. R. WARNER € Co., of Philadelphia, has been long 
and favorably known to the Profession in the United States, and indeed have at- 
tained to a world-wide reputation. Their SUGAR-COATED PILLS have taken six 
grand world’s fair medals. Their CHEMICAIS are all of the finest and purest cha- 
racter, and their PARVULES are the admiration of the Profession throughout the 
Wnion. Their beauty and neatness of preparation adapt them to the most fastidious 
stomach, and the minute division as to 2 peesemp ff makes it convenient to the practi- 
tioner in grading the dose to any required age or condition of the patient. 





Dr. WILLIAM B. TOWLBS, Demonstrator of Anatomy, Medical Department of 
the University of Virginia, says: 

“ From large experience and observation in the use of BUFFALO LITHIA 
WATER, I feel warranted in bearing testimony to its virtues in the following dis- 
eases: Asan Alkaline Alterative and Diuretic, its power is unquestionable to control 
the formation and hasten the Elimination of Uricand Ozalic Acid, not only neutrali- 
zing uricacid, but so modifying the process of nutrition as to lessen its production in 
the system; and hence Its well-known efficiency in the relief of GOUT, RHEUMA- 
TISM, GRAVEL, INFLAMMATION or IRRITATION of the mucous membrane 
of the GENITO-URINARY TRACT, many forms of NEURALGIA, NERVOUS 
DEPRESSION, IRRITABILITY and other kindred affections. 


The House of PARKE, DAVIS & CO, Detroit, Mich., has placed the Profes- 
sion under deep obligations in the introduction of new medicinal agents from 
abroad. Many ofthem have proven highly valuable agents, adding tothe arma- 
mentarium of the practitioner in his conflict with the multifarious forms of disease. 
and furnishing manv useful and interesting additions to the department of Materia 
Medica, Their SUGAR-COATED PILLS, EXTRACTS and fine CHEMICALS are 
ape ps —- and the zeal and indomitable energy of the proprietors are worthy 
of all praise: 


THE ILLUSTRATED SCIENTIFIC NEWS.—The April number of this in- 
teresting and popular Magazine is just out. Among the various subjects illustrated 
in this number is an engraving ofthe late Emperor of Russia’s steam yacht hivadia; 
Prof. Secchi’s solar apparatus, with six distinct views of the sun taken by this in- 
strument, etc. Every number contains thirty-two pages, full of engravings of no- 
velties in science and the useful arts. Published by MUNN & Co., 37 Park Row, 
New York at $1.50 a year, and sold by all news dealers, 


More of ELLIOTT’S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary lst. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag inthe market. The U. 8. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that dothe same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 





